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A Christmas 

Message from 

SCSN 

The year 2020 will 

live long in our memory. Itõs been 

a really tough year for so many 

people. Thousands across 

Scotland have lost loved ones to 

Covid 19, many more have lost 

jobs or income and financial 

security, businesses and charities 

are struggling.  

Weõve also seen big rises in 

people suffering from mental 

health problems, substance use 

issues and rises in domestic 

violence and suicide across the 

globe.  

But weõve also seen communities 

come together to help each 

other in truly fantastic ways. 

Weõve seen people check in on 

and help their neighbours. Weõve 

seen heroes diligently keep doing 

their jobs, often putting their own 

health at risk to help others - 

whilst so many of us have 

adjusted remarkably to new 

ways of working.  

We want to thank all of the key 

workers, volunteers, kind hearted 

neighbours - and staff working 

across the community safety 

sector for all that youõve done. 

Merry Christmas from us!  

Christmas Edition  

SCSNõs Christmas  

Top Ten  

Community Safety Hits!  

Itõs been a bit of a miserable year for everyone in 2020, so we 

thought it would be a bit of fun to come up with a light -hearted 

ôChristmas Top Ten Community Safety Hitsõ collection of tracks you 

can listen to and enjoy, but also to deliver some important 

community safety messages.around these! We hope you enjoy 

the track list and find the information useful this Christmas!  

Track 1: The Safety Dance (Men Without Hats) - by RoSPA 

 

Christmas is the time for being with family and friends ð if the 

Covid restrictions allow ð and buying them toys and gifts.  Please 

do your research (check for seller/manufacturer names and 

addresses if buying online) and make sure you buy children's gifts 

for the correct age group. Look out for small items that could 

pose a choking hazard to young children, such as loose parts on 

toys and any button batteries. These batteries can cause severe 

damage if a young child accidentally swallows them. Remember 

that Christmas novelties and decorations are not toys and they 

do not have to comply with toy safety regulations ð place them 

high up and out of reach of young hands.  

Plan those special meals in advance and give yourself enough 

time to prepare and cook to avoid accidents that come from 

rushing at the last minute. Wipe up any spills quickly to avoid 

yourself or other family members slipping and falling. You can use 

a safety gate to keep small children out of the kitchen while you 

are cooking. The wine may be flowing but avoid consuming 

alcohol when cooking and when assembling toys, gadgets and 

appliances. Make sure alcohol isnõt left lying around unattended 

if you have small children, and place hot drinks well out of harmõs 

way too.  

Falls are the most common accidents throughout the year, but 

watch out for more distractions over the holidays and more 

things left lying around that could be tripped over or slipped on, 

e.g. shiny wrapping paper.  

Continued on pages 8 -10 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/
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SCSN Update  

Question of the Month  
Our Question of the Month for November was based 

around our #SCSNConversationsWith video interview with 

Wayne Mackay of Electrical Safety First. We discussed key 

messages around electrical safety ahead of Christmas. 

This included discussion of ensuring that any electrical 

items purchased online were from reputable/trustworthy 

retailers.  

Weõre asked: 

ôAre you planning to buy electrical gifts from online 

marketplaces this Christmas?õ 

¶ 29% said Yes  

¶ 71% said No  

SCSN Annual Survey  

Every year we conduct an Annual Survey of 

our members, partners and stakeholders on 

the work weõre doing. The time has come 

round again and weõre asking anyone who 

has an interest in our work to take part.  

You can complete our Annual Survey here . 

 

SCSN AGM Discussion Recording now 

available  

Weõve now published the discussion that 

followed our AGM back in October. We invited 

a panel of experts, including Lawyer of the 

Year Ian Smith, to discuss ôWhat makes 

communities safe?õ  

 

Watch the discussion here . 

 

SCSN Webinar videos published  

Weõve just published recordings of three of our 

four recent SCSN webinars. Weõll be publishing 

our Measuring What Matters video in the new 

year newsletter.  

 

You can watch these on our Youtube Channel 

at the links below:  

 

¶ Trauma Informed Practice in Community 

Safety  

¶ The Scottish Picture of Anti -Social 

Behaviour  (see also the published 

Learning Report here ) 

¶ Experiences of Community Safety  

 

SCSN Consultation Responses  

We recently submitted a response to the 

Scottish Government Road Safety Framework 

to 2030 Consultation. Read our response here . 

We also recently submitted a letter to the 

Scottish Government Consultation on Curbing 

Menõs Demand for Prostitution. You can read 

this response/letter here . 

 

SCSN Learning Reports Published  

Weõve just published learning reports from all 

of the external organisation webinars weõve 

attended in November and December.  

You can access these on our website or via this 

summary document here . 

Question of the Month  

December 2020  

Our Question of the Month for 

December relates to our  position 

statement  on the recently 

published Drug Related Death 

figures.  

Weõre asking: 

ôIs it now time that we 

decriminalised drug use?õ 

Take part in our poll here . 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SCSN2020
https://youtu.be/C1aAoHItUUI
https://youtu.be/VBvqYgEHCPc
https://youtu.be/VBvqYgEHCPc
https://youtu.be/tsMiSTNfTgU
https://youtu.be/tsMiSTNfTgU
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Scottish-Picture-of-ASB-Learning-Report.pdf
https://youtu.be/gMeWaxrwCeQ
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/Road-Safety-Framework-to-2030-SCSN-consultation-response.pdf
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/SCSN-Mens-Demand-for-Prostitution-Consultation-.pdf
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/Webinar-Learning-Reports-November-December-2020.pdf
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2020/12/16/scsn-statement-on-the-latest-drug-death-statistics-for-scotland/
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2020/12/16/scsn-statement-on-the-latest-drug-death-statistics-for-scotland/
https://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2020/12/17/question-of-the-month-december-2020/
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Funding to 

tackle violence 

against women 

and girls  

Organisations who work to tackle violence 

against women and girls (VAWG) are being 

invited to apply for a share of up to £13 million 

to help them develop and further their vital 

work over the next three years.  

The Delivering Equally Safe Fund will support 

frontline organisations and projects that 

broaden access to support survivors.  Priority 

areas of the fund include developing a person 

centred approach, supporting disabled 

survivors and working with those in remote or 

island communities.  

The new funding will help drive collaboration 

and innovation towards challenging outdated 

attitudes and stereotypes, staging early 

interventions that maximise the safety and 

wellbeing of women, children and young 

people, holding perpetrators to account for 

their behaviour and choices, and advancing 

womenõs equality. 

Equalities Minister Christina McKelvie said:  

òThe shocking and unacceptable rise in 

domestic abuse over the course of the 

coronavirus (COVID -19) pandemic has 

demonstrated that we still have further to go in 

our ambition to eliminate all forms of violence 

against women and girls.  

 

òOver the last year we continued to prioritise 

implementation of our Equally Safe strategy in 

partnership with COSLA and key stakeholders.  

òWe have been strengthening the law for 

domestic abuse and sexual violence survivors 

and those at risk of Female Genital Mutilation, 

supporting services to redesign at pace during 

the COVID -19 pandemic to raise awareness 

and encourage victims to seek support.  

òThis new fund will build upon and strengthen 

our efforts in partnership with experts and local 

front line providers. It will help us to make a 

step change over the next three years in 

preventing and reducing all forms of violence 

against women and girls.ó 

 

Inspiring Scotland CEO Celia Tennant said:  

òWe are pleased to be working in partnership 

with Scottish Government on Delivering Equally 

Safe, a significant and cohesive fund with a 

bold agenda to tackle all forms of violence 

against women and girls in Scotland.  

òWe recognize the crucial role the third sector 

plays, particularly providing specialist support 

for those most at risk and look forward to 

working collaboratively, across sectors, 

towards a Scotland which embraces equality 

and mutual respect, and where women and 

girls live free from all forms of violence and 

abuse.ó 

 

Inspiring Scotland are fund managers for 

Delivering Equally Safe. Full details of how to 

apply can be found on their website .  

 

Applications will close on 31 March 2021.  

Scottish Social Attitudes: Attitudes to Violence 

Against Women in Scotland  

 

This module from the Scottish Social Attitudes 

Survey explores peopleõs attitudes to a wide 

range of forms of violence against women 

including domestic abuse, rape, sexual 

harassment and commercial sexual 

exploitation.  

 

Within the findings, were mixed attitudes to 

rape, with people believing very strongly that a 

man raping a stranger is wrong, but with less 

strong agreement that a man raping his wife is 

wrong.  

Attitudes to domestic abuse and coercive 

controlling behaviour of women were less 

strongly of the view that these behaviours were 

ôvery seriously wrongõ and there were 

particularly mixed views on whether it was 

wrong for men to pay women for sex.  

 

Read the full statistics here.  

https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/what-we-do/our-funds/delivering-equally-safe/

