Contested Public Space: Public sexual harassment and women’s
safety work
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Sexual harassment wasn't a term that existed before the 70s. Named by lynne farley first

The early agenda

Germaine Greer, 1971 - 'Sexual harassment” - term
street harassment as “petty feminists Brought into

rapes language (Spandar, 1985)

Wise and Stanley (1987)

Anywhere, anytime {school
cnticised this focus as hiding 2 i

playgrounds, gay
switchboara)

women's expenences of
ordinary sexism

The importance of the Everday focuses on the use of men's violence and harassment as being routine
and connected. When you focus on the daily forms you see the affect on women.



English sociologists (e.g. Elizabeth
Stanko; Liz Kelly; Liz Stanley & Sue
Wise) during early 1980's-90's.

The

im pO rtance Focus on men’s violence as routine and
of the connected.

everyday

Use of ‘intrusion’ - Intimate intrusions
(Stanko, 1985); Commonplace

intrusions (Kelly, 1988)

“(A)n understanding of women’s
oppression can be gained only
through understanding and
analysing everyday life, where
oppression as well as everything
else is grounded.” p. 135

The continuum of sexual violence — instead of the discreet categories of violence, its more useful to
think of violence as a continuum. A basic common character that underlies many different events.

Public space still isn’t as mentioned as much as school and occupational space.

Research on the fear of crime consistently finds
that even though men are more likely to be
victims of crime, women are more likely to
report that they are fearful of being a victim of
crime. This is called the ‘fear of crime paradox.’



Is women's fear of crime actually helping them to avoid being victims of crime?
Safety work is about reducing and restricting.

Netflix seems to be rolling out documentaries about men killing women week on week. It makes money!
Even BBC are doing it too.

In the media we have statistics relentlessly about sexual violence and harassment against women.
Gives the message that ITS GOING TO HAPPEN TO YOU AND YOU’RE RESPONSIBLE FOR PREVENTING IT

BUT... if you do anything about it your paranoid, you’re crazy, you’re hysterical..

Bringing it together

You should make daily
decisions based on
preventing sexual viclence.

But yvou're being paranoid if

you think something is going
to happen to you because
actually that's quite rare.

If vou do not, it will be your
fault if something happens.

Except when it isnt and then,
of course, if anything
happens it will be your fault
500"

Something is definitely going
to happen to you because
sexual violence is so common

for women.

You should make daily
decisions based on

preventing sexual violence.




