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Focus on Remote and Rural Community Safety
SCSN Stakeholder
Consultation ’Your
Network,Your Views’
Feedback

Ensuring those living and working in rural communities and
environments have confidence that any crime related
issues affecting them are taken seriously, acted upon and
understood is a key priority for the Scottish Partnership
Against Rural Crime - SPARC.

Launched in June 2015, the Group was formed with a
strategic vision of co-ordinating cohesive and sustained
crime prevention advice to rural communities throughout
Scotland plus drive and support intelligence gathering,
enforcement activity underpinned through empowering
communities regardless of demographics and
geographical location.

Your Network Your Views was our
stakeholder consultation which
we held earlier this year. It was
more wide-ranging than anything
we’ve done before and signals
our commitment to transparency
and participation. This article
covers some of the key highlights
and will be complemented with
a summary report and a full
analysis which will shortly be
made available on our website.

We wanted to involve our
members and wider partners in
our planning processes and
activities, not just our annual
With a truly national remit SPARC consists of representatives survey asking ‘how did we do?’ in
the last year. It was especially
from relevant organisations including Scottish Government,
timely given the appointment of
Crown Office & Procurator Fiscal Service, National Farmers our new Chief officer Lorraine
Union Mutual, Neighbourhood Watch Scotland + Rural
Gillies and the publishing of our
Watch Scotland, Forestry Commission Scotland, National
joint report with the Scottish
Government and CoSLA report
Farmers Union (Scotland), Scottish Land & Estates, Historic
into the Landscape and Future of
Environment Scotland, Scottish Association of Young
community safety.
Farmers Clubs, Food Standards Scotland, British Horse
Society, Police Scotland and most recently, Scottish
Community Safety Network.
Continued on page 6
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SCSN Update

SCSN Annual Report and Stakeholder Consultation Feedback Published
Our Annual Report from 2017/18 at our AGM in Glasgow. The Annual Report highlights the new
SCSN vision and outcomes, whilst showcasing some of our work over the past year and looking
ahead to the future. Download our Annual Report here.
We also published the results of our recent Stakeholder Consultation, the results of which played
a big role in the development of our 2018-19 business plan and will play a major role in the
development of our new strategy beyond the coming year. Download our Stakeholder
Consultation Feedback here.

#SCSNMasterclass - Participatory Budgeting, partnerships and safer
communities, 26 September, Aberdeen
Following on from the success of our last PB Masterclass event in Glasgow, we’re teaming up
with PB Partners once again to offer this excellent learning event in the North of Scotland. There
are still limited places available, so if you’d like to attend you can book here.

Question of the Month
Our Question of the Month for August
came from Dr Toby Lowe, main
speaker at our recent Measuring
Outcomes and Learning in Complex
Systems Event. Prior to the event, he
wanted to know the answer to the
question:
Do the performance measures (KPIs,
milestones etc) that come with your
funding help you to do a better job?
•

23% of respondents said Yes

•

65% of respondents said No

•

12% of respondents said Not
Sure

Our Question of the Month for September
comes from Frank Creighton of Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar and 60 second interview
guest, as we focus this month’s newsletter
on rural community safety.
Frank is interested in Equally Safe. He’s
asking:
“Do partners think a dedicated funding
resource should be established to support a
uniform approach to the provision of Multi
Agency Risk Assessment Conferences
(MARACs) nationally?”
Take part in this months Question of the
Month by visiting our website here.
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60 seconds with…
Frank Creighton, Community Safety Lead, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
2.

Safe children and places

3.

Sustainable crime reduction

4.

Clean and safe environment

5.

Public reassurance

(It is interesting to note that these remained
unchanged over the two strategic assessment
exercises)
As with any Community Safety Partnership our
prime mover is in reducing the numbers of
This month’s 60 seconds continues our Remote preventable accidental injuries, and, being a
and Rural Community Safety Theme and
series of Island communities, there is inevitably
follows on from our chief officer Lorraine Gillies’ a strong emphasis on water safety. In response
recent visit to the Western Isles where she spent to this we have developed the ‘SMART SIGNS’
some time with Frank getting to know what
Initiative – safety signage which incorporates,
matters in remote and rural communities.
location-identifying numbers, grid references
and QR Codes providing British Red Cross Lifesaving information. This innovative approach
Tell us a bit about your role
has been warmly received by our RNLI, Search
and Rescue and Coastguard emergency
I have worked with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
services partners.
(Western Isles Council) as the Social and
Community Services Policy Officer, for ten
There are issues fairly unique to remote
years. Integral to that remit is my acting as the partnerships – for example, where else would
Council’s lead representative in Community
attending a ‘Local’ meeting necessitate a 280
Safety: This involves coordination of the Outer mile round trip. Mainland travel can also be
Hebrides Community Safety Partnership,
very expensive, so this can often be a barrier
Domestic Abuse Forum and CCTV Networking to participation.
Group. More recently I have been assisting
How can SCSN support the work of remote and
with the development of the Community
rural CSPs?
Justice agenda.
What are the issues affecting remote and rural SCSN are already demonstrating their
willingness to support by recognising the
community safety partnerships?
additional challengers facing remote CSP’s
In many ways the five strategic priorities
SCSN is in a pivotal position to benchmark
identified by the Outer Hebrides Community
examples of best practice, nationally and to
Safety Partnership (via two formal strategic
assessments over the past decade) have been share these with individual partnerships. They
dictated by this beautiful, but harsh Hebridean are also a key link to Scottish Government in
terms of relaying recurring themes, emerging
terrain and the often unpredictable weather
trends and voicing the collective concerns of
conditions.
partners.
Our evidence-based approach, formed
One-to-one support: Following a fact-finding
around statistical data, gathered by partner
trip to the Islands by the SCSN Chief Officer,
agencies has created for us an accurate
the SCSN National Development Officer has
picture from which achievable safety
offered assistance to the Domestic Abuse
improvement targets can be set and met.
Forum in the development of a strategic
Our key priorities are:
assessment approach for Domestic Violence/
VAW.
1.
Personal Safety
Continued on page 4.
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Latest Chief Officers’ Blog: Remote and Rural Community Safety
I have a great job! Here I am
turning up for work via the
beach airstrip on Barra in the
Outer Hebrides.

I visited the Western Isles at the
start of August as part of my
attempt to understand what
Community Safety means from
a remote and rural perspective and to identify ways in which my organisation can support its
furthest away members. Since then I've also travelled to Orkney and Shetland.
Delivering services in remote and rural areas can be challenging. It's not always easy to ensure
that everyone has access to the services they need when there are distances; workforce
capacity; limited resources and ability to keep up to speed on best practice to contend with throw in constantly dropping internet connections, ferry timetables, gale force winds as a norm
and single track roads into the mix and you start to get a sense of what our rural community
safety partnerships are working with as they try to deliver their own priorities.
Talking of priorities... when you are a small island partnership
and you are surrounded by water you do think a lot about
water safety: preventing drowning - either recreational or
industry led is a big issue here. Talking to the RNLI officers, they
are fighting against a culture of an aversion to life jackets. If
your dad, grandad and his grandad before him worked on
the fishing boats and they didnae wear life jackets then it's
not likely that you are bucking that trend.
Driving up through beautiful Harris, its plain to see the
challenges around isolation, loneliness and creating positive
social relationships. (See the recent SCSN response to
loneliness and social isolation consultation) Not surprisingly
alcohol features high on the list of issues to tackle across the
piece.
The SCSN supports community safety partners across the
country. I'm conscious that an awful lot of what we do is
central based, If we put on a masterclass it's likely to be in
Glasgow or Edinburgh to try and reach most of our
membership. I'm keen to know how we do things differently.
Connecting to our colleagues in remote areas is vitally
important - sharing practice is the life blood of collaborative
working. Speaking to practitioners in these islands its as easy
to get on a plane to Glasgow so holding events in Aberdeen
or Inverness might not be the answer. When the internet
drops regularly , conferencing by Skype doesn't always work
either. I'm looking at new ways to record or film meetings;
hosting bespoke sessions and a range of other things.

I'd be keen to hear examples of how others are connecting
up to their remote and rural colleagues. Any ideas to me on
a postcard please?
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60 Seconds with Frank
Creighton, continued
from page 3:
What do you think are the
opportunities provided by the
Community Empowerment Act
to citizens in relation to creating
safer communities? And what
should CSPs be thinking about?
There already exists a strong
sense of community
empowerment in the Western
Isles. (Coming from an inner-city
Community Development
background I was really
pleased to see this.)
Community engagement and
participation feature highly in
all areas of forward planning.
Local democracy thrives via
Locality planning groups and
Community Councils. Anything
we do within the Community
Safety Partnership is done in an
open and transparent manner
and with the full involvement
and consent of our twenty six
partner organisations.

SPARC: Continued from front page

be understood, tackled and resolved locally.

Meeting every quarter and chaired by Police
Scotland Chief Superintendent John McKenzie,
raising the profile, educating and changing
perception of rural affairs plus enhancing
public engagement are just some of the
priorities that require focus over the coming
years coupled with devising, developing and
delivering effective strategies which in
particular tackle farm machinery, plant &
vehicle theft; livestock offences; fuel theft;
equine crime; fly tipping, poaching and
heritage crime.

Harnessing the contribution, expertise and
passion of individuals, communities and
partner organisations in the public, private and
third sector to reduce vulnerabilities will take
time however collectively SPARC
representatives stress the need for all those
living +/or working in rural communities and
environments to report any criminal activity as
only by gaining an understanding of what is
going on, will SPARC be able to co-ordinate
and drive a cohesive response designed to
tackle sources rather than symptoms.

In addition to providing national co-ordination
and overview on rural affairs, an ambition of
SPARC is to establish new and strengthen
existing local rural crime prevention groups
within the thirteen local policing divisions
across Scotland thus issues raised locally can

For further information on the work of SPARC,
please contact Police Scotland’s rural crime
co-ordinator, Inspector Alan Dron who is
located at the Scottish Crime Campus,
Gartcosh, alan.dron@scotland.pnn.police.uk

NPCC Rural Affairs Strategy 20182021 published

•

Empowered communities

•

Strong partnership working

The National Police Chiefs Council has recently •
published it’s new three year Rural Affairs
•
Strategy.

Raised profile of rural affairs

Embedded rural focus into policing
culture

Following engagement in 2017 with a range of The document stresses the importance of
stakeholders and police forces, the overall
police, local communities and other partners
Rural Affairs Strategic Aims were agreed as:
working together to address the strategic aims
and reduce crime.
•
Safer rural communities
•

Enhanced public engagement

•

Increased public confidence in the
police

SCSN and the Local Governance
Review
At our recent round of regional meetings we
heard from Brian Logan or Nick Bland from the
Local Governance Review team based in the
Scottish Government. The aim of this review is
to explore ways to increase citizen
participation in public services. This could
include the planning, budgeting, resource
deployment, scrutiny and overall decisionmaking of public services which includes CSPs
(and other partnerships and individual
organisations). Here is link to their site if you'd
like to read more about it and join in the
conversation.

You can download a copy of the strategy
document here.

The amount of conversation this generated at
our meetings got us thinking that we could host
an event with the Local Governance review
team which would give you the opportunity to
explore this piece of work in more detail and
give some space to reflect on what this means
for safer communities partnerships.
If you are keen for us to do this and would like
to participate please use the voting buttons
Yes or No on this Doodlepoll and we'll be back
in touch with the results soon. It’s likely it’ll be in
early to mid-October – look out for the date!
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Results of our Stakeholder Consultation - continued from front page
We were delighted with the response we
received - 76 respondents from 29 of the 32
local authority areas – and were particularly
pleased to see such a breadth of responses
and opinions. If you participated, thank you.
So what did people say?
There was strong support for our role and
people reflected that there was a need for
an organisation to act as the strategic voice
for community safety and champion community safety, and act as an interface keeping
people informed. Under the new leadership and staff team, and with support from an
increasingly diverse Board of directors people felt that SCSN were now in a position to be that
organisation.
“I do believe that as community safety tries to find
its way…a strong voice is needed to champion it
within the sector and with other disciplines…”
Your Network Your Views participant

Positive views were shared around past
activity carried out by the SCSN including:
networking
opportunities,
support,
briefings, practice sharing events, and
training. Participants felt we developed
services that reflected sector needs.

We also asked about things we could do
better and participants provided some really
helpful guidance on things we could work
on.
You can read more about this in our Annual
report, our monthly newsletters and get a
sense of our day to day activity on our Twitter
feed @SCSN2.

We’ll be publishing an in depth report on the
Your Network, Your Views stakeholder
consultation in the month of September and
this will be available shortly on our website.
So keep your eyes peeled on there and on
social media!
If you have any questions about our
stakeholder consultation please email us at
info@scsn.org.uk.
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Age, Home and Community joint
strategy launched
The Scottish Government and COSLA have
launched a refreshed joint strategy that promotes
independent living at home for older people.
‘Age, Home and Community – the Next Phase’
updates the 2011 ‘Age, Home and Community’
strategy with changes since then, including the
setting up of health and social care partnerships,
the introduction of self-directed support, the Fairer Scotland Action Plan and the devolution of
social security powers.
The report sets out new actions, such as greater collaboration with the other UK nations to share
best practice in housing, ensuring connections between health, social care and housing are
recognised in local housing strategies and developing an ‘older people’s framework’ to tackle
barriers to independent living for older people and promote older people’s rights.
It also calls for more use of technology-enabled care and the provision of more housing suitable
for older people.
Launching the updated strategy, Housing Minister Kevin Stewart said: “When we published our
original joint strategy seven years ago, we set out a vision to make housing and related support
work well for older people.
“Alongside COSLA and partners in the health, housing and third sectors, we have reviewed and
updated our action plan to better reflect the needs and aspirations of older people –
addressing the issues of isolation and loneliness while improving access to suitable housing.
“Having the right advice, the right home and the right support will enable older people to live
independently for as long as they choose to do so. Our new joint strategy will support that
vision.”
COSLA’s community wellbeing spokesperson, Councillor Elena Whitham, said: “I welcome the
publication of Age, Home and Community – the next phase today.
“The mid-point review of the strategy showed there is much to celebrate and case studies
showed older people have benefited and improved their ability to live independently as safely
at home.
“That said there is still work to be done to make living safely and independently at home a
reality for many more aging people across Scotland.
“Today’s publication sets out the approach we will take to housing and older people – namely
providing the right advice, house and support to allow older people to live the way they
choose.
“The publication also set out how our older peoples housing strategy connects to other policies
that affect outcomes for our aging population – this is especially welcome given the crosscutting nature of issues and work ongoing in a number of related areas such as dementia,
social isolation and loneliness.”
The revised strategy has also been welcomed by Age Scotland, but the older people’s charity
highlighted that it would need to be fully resourced.”
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Target to cut suicide rate by 20% as
new National Prevention Leadership
Group is set up
Scotland will reduce its suicide rate by 20% by
2022, Mental Health Minister Clare Haughey
has said as she announced the country’s new
prevention plan.

Actions in the plan include:

•

creating and implementing refreshed
mental health and suicide prevention
training by May 2019 for Scotland’s public
and private sectors. The plan requires all
NHS staff to receive training

•

developing reviews of all deaths by suicide
and ensuring lessons are shared with
partners and acted on

Scotland’s Suicide Prevention Action Plan sets
out ten measures to continue the strong
• developing innovative ways to use digital
decline in the country’s rate of deaths by
technology to prevent suicide
suicide. The plan was developed following
extensive engagement with mental health and
• the government, NSPLG and partners cosuicide prevention organisations, people
ordinating public awareness campaigns
affected by suicide, and academics.
Those affected by suicide will also receive
support in dealing with the fallout from such
deaths.

The Scottish Government will set up a National
Suicide Prevention Leadership Group (NSPLG)
by September 2018 and support it with a new
You can download the Scotland’s Suicide
£3 million innovation fund. Former Deputy Chief Prevention Action Plan here.
Constable Rose Fitzpatrick will chair the group.

The Good Help Movement
Earlier this summer, we attended a networking
event, run by The Carnegie Trust on 'Good and
Bad Help'. The event was an opportunity to
hear Richard Wilson, Director of OSCA a social
impact lab, talk about the ‘Good Help Project’
that was launched in February in conjunction
with The Big Lottery and Nesta.
Jennifer Wallace, Head of Policy at The
Carnegie Trust introduced the event by
presenting their work on ‘The Enabling
State’. This focussed on the fact that much
evidence has shown that a big contributor to
people’s general wellbeing is the feeling of
being in control. Indeed, in recent years, there
have been positive strides from policy makers
and politicians towards giving citizens more
control, for example, localism, co-production,
participatory budgeting. However, there is
more work to be done. The Carnegie Trust will
be launching new Enabling State and Kindness
research in the Autumn.
Richard Wilson from OSCA then presented on
‘Good and Bad Help’. This centred around
the idea that good help supports people to
have the purpose and confidence to
transform their lives and bad does the

opposite. We therefore cannot afford as a
society to give ‘bad help’.
People give good help by:
- power sharing
- having enabling conversations
- tailoring help
- giving people the tools they need
- role modelling and peer support
- creating opportunities and sharing
information.
The Good Help Project are keen to build a
community of champions and practice the
idea of good help, looking at the evidence of
what has been working and sharing this
information. OSCA are currently putting
together a dedicated website for the Good
Help project (goodhelp.org.uk - planned
launch on 13 September) and would like to
showcase supportive organisations on this. If
you’d like to be included please contact Jo
Weir at OSCA jweir@osca.co OSCA are also
considering hosting some more in-depth ‘good
help’ community building events in the
Autumn, and would like to hear from anyone
interested in hosting or attending.
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Green Light for new Road Safety Fund
A new round of funding has been launched to further
improve road safety in Scotland.
The £500k Road Safety Framework Fund aims to find
innovative ideas to encourage driving at appropriate
speeds, tackle issues affecting pre and existing drivers,
and better protect vulnerable road users, such as
cyclists and pedestrians.
The move was announced by Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Michael Matheson to support Scotland’s Road Safety Framework to 2020. This seeks to steadily
reduce the numbers of people killed and seriously injured on our roads.
Applications are welcome from any organisation across Scotland looking to support road
safety, before the closing date of 9 November 2018.
Mr Matheson said: “Partnership working is at the heart of everything we do and is key to
supporting the delivery of our framework targets but we can’t do this on our own. We want to
encourage applications which are innovative and demonstrate thinking outside the box so we
can continue to push for greater safety on our roads.
“We owe it to future generations to keep striving for better road safety today so we can take
another step closer to our vision of no-one being killed on Scotland’s road and a greatly
reduced injury rate.”
For further information or to make an application click here.

Register to support Road Safety
Week 2018

awareness about the importance of being
safe while cycling, the dangers cyclists face on
the roads, and what children want so they can
cycle safely in their communities.

Road Safety Week is the UK's biggest road
safety event, coordinated annually by Brake,
the road safety charity.

Road safety professionals
Road safety professionals can now register for
Road Safety Week 2018 (19-25 November
2018) here. Coordinated by charity Brake, the
Week is a great opportunity to engage
schools, companies and communities with
road safety by using free resources (available
from September) on this year’s theme Bike
Smart.

Road Safety Week aims to inspire thousands of
schools, organisations and communities to
take action on road safety and promote lifesaving messages during the Week and
beyond. It also provides a focal point for
professionals working in road safety to boost
awareness and engagement in their work.

Emergency services

Educators can now register for UK Road Safety
Week 2018 (19-25 November) here.
Coordinated by charity Brake, the Week is a
great opportunity to engage children of all
ages with road safety by using free bilingual
resources (available from September). These
include assembly and workshop slides,
guidance sheets, activity sheets, posters and
digital content such as videos and games. This
year’s theme of Bike Smart aims to raise

Emergency service professionals can now
register for Road Safety Week 2018 (19-25
November 2018) here. Coordinated by charity
Brake, the Week is a great opportunity to
engage schools, companies and communities
with road safety by using free resources
(available from September) on this year’s
theme Bike Smart.
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In other news...
New e-learning course on how to prevent and reverse an opiate overdose
launched to mark International Overdose Awareness Day
Scottish Drugs Forum has announced the launch of a new,
free to access e-learning resource on International
Overdose Awareness Day (31stof August 2018), which is
dedicated to raising knowledge and awareness of opiate
overdoses.
The course, ‘Overdose Prevention, Intervention and
Naloxone’, gives participants the opportunity to analyse
key aspects of drug-related deaths in Scotland, learn how
to prevent an opiate overdose and explains what to do in
the case of witnessing an opiate overdose.
By the end of the course, participants will also have an
understanding of the opiate overdose reversal medication
naloxone, where to obtain a kit and how to utilise it in the
case of an overdose.

The concise course can be completed in around an hour,
or alternatively be completed in separate sittings to provide a fully flexible learning experience.
David Liddell, Scottish Drugs Forum’s CEO, said: “Scotland has a long and proud history with
distributing naloxone; being the first country in the world to introduce a national take-home
programme in 2010 and the UK’s first peer-led training and supply programme in 2017.
“SDF is delighted to be able to support the legacy of this programme with the introduction of elearning and it is fitting that we are able to do so on International Overdose Awareness Day – a
day to remember those who have sadly lost their lives to a drug overdose.
“The course will allow for the continued dissemination of knowledge in the digital age and
improve access to those who do not have the capacity or resources to attend face-to-face
training.”

#StopTheDeaths
Scottish Drugs Forum launched the #StopTheDeaths initiative to raise awareness of the rising toll
of drug overdose deaths in Scotland and to call for a national focus on actions that can be
implemented now to prevent further deaths occurring. These include improving understanding
of, and access to, take-home naloxone, which the new e-learning course covers.
The initiative also focuses on other drug-related deaths – for example, those caused by adverse
health effects of drug use.
For more information and how to take part please visit: www.sdf.org.uk/stopthedeaths
You can access the Overdose Prevention eLearning course here.

10

The SCSN website has a wide range of useful information and services which are free to access,
including case studies, briefing papers, policy and strategy documents, free eLearning courses,
toolkits and guidance documents on a variety of topics and much more besides.
Visit our website at www.safercommunitiesscotland.org
Visit our eLearning website at www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/elearning

SCSN Hosts Regional Groups
Towards the end of August SCSN hosted three regional get-togethers in Glasgow, Fife
and Edinburgh. These gatherings are an opportunity for community safety leads to network with colleagues, share practise, get an update from SCSN and our future plans
and the opportunity to work through any issues and discuss emerging concerns/
developments. We also heard from the Local Governance Review team and the Building Safer Communities teams within the Scottish Government about their workstreams.
Some common themes raised in these meetings were
➢ Information sharing between partners
➢ Involvement of young people in antisocial behaviour and a wider discussion on
youth work
➢ Public space CCTV
➢ Involving health partners in community safety partnerships
➢ Locality planning and community involvement
➢ Safer communities and other agendas such as justice, and protection of vulnerable groups
Thanks to everyone that came along and participated in our lively discussions! We’re so
pleased with the positive feedback we received and the demand for these meetings
to continue. With this in mind we’ll be holding another round of sessions towards the
end of 2018 – drop us an email info@scsn.org.uk or a Tweet @SCSN2 if there’s anything
you’d like to see explored at the meeting.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
If you would like to submit an
article, request information or
share good practice in our newsletter, please get in
touch! Email info@scsn.org.uk
The closing date for the October newsletter is 5
October.
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