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SCSN JOB VACANCY - NEW POST - Strategic Lead Officer 

The Scottish Community Safety Network is undertaking a review of its business plan and 

functions to ensure it remains at the forefront of tackling community safety issues in line with 

the Building Safer Communities Programme.  In order to drive this review and affect change, 

we are looking for a strategic lead officer who can bring a range of skills and experience to 

the organisation and support the Board of Directors in achieving this. 

 

 

Interested candidates are requested to submit an application by way of C.V. and 

accompanying covering letter detailing what attributes you can bring to this role, what recent 

relevant experience you have in the community safety / community planning sector and your 

primary reasons for applying. 

 

As the post is fixed term to March 2019 , applications for a 

secondment will be considered where the candidate has 

prior approval. 

 

For an informal discussion please contact either 

Mark McCall, Chair, SCSN – mark.mccall@fife.gov.uk  

07798 765 948 

Ian Hanley, Vice Chair SCSN –

 ian.hanley@inverclyde.gov.uk 07814 865 580 

 

Closing Date for applications is Friday 20 October 2017 at 

17.00 

Interview Date will be week commencing 6 November 

2017 

To download a copy of the job description visit our website 

at the following link: 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/employment/

scsn-vacancies/ 

 

 

 

 

National Strategic Assessment 

Focus on Home Safety 

For each of the past few months 

we have been covering in detail 

the 6 thematic papers released 

by the Building Safer 

Communities Programme as part 

of the National Strategic 

Assessment of Unintentional 

Harm. This month we focus on 

Home Safety. 

Turn to pages 6 & 7 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/
mailto:mark.mccall@fife.gov.uk
mailto:ian.hanley@inverclyde.gov.uk
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/employment/scsn-vacancies/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/employment/scsn-vacancies/


2 

SCSN Update 

 

SCSN Training Dates Cancelled through to end of 2017 

Due to the organisational changes that the SCSN is currently undergoing, we have 

regrettably been forced to cancel all remaining training dates scheduled for 2017. If you 

had registered for a training date we will email you when we are in a position to reschedule 

the event.  

We apologise for any inconvenience caused and thank you for your patience in what has 

been a year of change and restructuring within SCSN. 

Training dates affected include: 

Applying for Awards and Funding: 17 October 2017 

Evidence Based Strategic Planning, Modules 2-4: 7-9 November 2017 

Evidence Based Strategic Planning, Modules 5 & 6: 14-15 November 2017 

Effective Evaluation: 5 December 2017 

SCSN eLearning Courses 

We offer a wide range of eLearning courses designed to enhance knowledge and skills, 

building capacity across Scotland to help keep communities safe. You can access the 

following courses for FREE on our website: 

 A History and Context of Community Safety in Scotland 

 Introduction to Evaluation 

 Evidence Based Strategic Planning 

 Preventative Spend and Cost Benefit Analysis 

 Using and Handling Intelligence Data 

 CCTV Operators Induction Training 

 Regulation of Investigatory Powers Scotland (RIPSA) Act 2000 

 Community Engagement and Resilience 

Visit our eLearning website to sign up and start learning! - http://elearning.scsn.org.uk/ 

 

http://elearning.scsn.org.uk/
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National Homelessness Conference 

Homeless Action Scotland are running their annual National 

Homelessness Conference on the 16 November 2017.  The draft 

programme for the conference has been published and among 

the confirmed speakers on the day is Kevin Stewart MSP, Minister 

for Local Government and Housing. 

You can view the draft programme, enquire about sponsoring the event and book your place 

by visiting: https://www.homelessactionscotland.org.uk/training-events 

 

Scottish International Policing Conference 2017 

Policing and Professionalism: Opportunities and challenges 

Thursday 14 December, John McKintyre Centre, University of 

Edinburgh 

Organised by the Scottish Institute for Policing Research and supported by the James Smart 

Memorial Trust and the Scottish Government, the theme of this year's conference is Police 

Professionalisation and Leadership, with contributions from the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, 

Michael Matheson, MSP, the Chair of the Scottish Police Authority, Andrew Flanagan, 

the Deputy Chief Constable, Johnny Gwynne, and Dr Victoria Herrington, Australian Institute of 

Police Management.  

The SIPR is looking for poster submissions for breakout sessions from anyone involved in relevant 

research on policing and professionalisation. Submissions should be sent to 

t.d.heilbronn@dundee.ac.uk by 23 October. 

The conference is free to attend but places are limited to 180. To book your place please visit: 

http://www.sipr.ac.uk/IPC2017/register.php 

 

Deadline for submissions is 4 December. 

 

COSLA Excellence Awards 

5 October, Crieff Hydro Hotel 

The COSLA Excellence Awards celebrate the very best in Scottish 

local government. The emphasis is on rewarding the most 

innovative and passionate developments, and on recognising 

projects that can demonstrate excellent service delivery to communities.  

The Awards Ceremony takes place on 5 October and there are five award categories 

including ‘Achieving Better Outcomes in Partnership’, ‘Tackling Inequalities and Improving 

Health’ and ‘Strong and Stable Communities’.  

You can keep up to date on the Awards and their winners at: http://awards.cosla.gov.uk/ 

 Upcoming Events  

https://www.homelessactionscotland.org.uk/training-events
http://home.scotland.gov.uk/home
mailto:t.d.heilbronn@dundee.ac.uk
http://www.sipr.ac.uk/IPC2017/register.php
http://awards.cosla.gov.uk/
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Playing It Safe: Knife 

crime prevention 

resource for primary 

schools 

 

No Knives, Better Lives (NKBL) programme has 

launched a new resource for practitioners 

working with children aged 6+ to prevent knife 

carrying. 

 

Playing It Safe comprises a mix of activities and 

games exploring themes of responsibility, 

emotions, friendship, consequences and 

influences. It joins the existing suite of resources 

from NKBL designed to support the 

development of learning opportunities for 

young people related to knife carrying and 

knife crime. The learning is aligned with 

Curriculum for Excellence experiences and 

outcomes. 

 

No Knives, Better Lives (NKBL) is a Scottish 

Government programme which aims to 

prevent knife carrying amongst young people 

in Scotland. It is run by the national delivery 

team based in YouthLink Scotland.  

 

Playing It Safe is available to download at: 

 

http://noknivesbetterlives.com/images/

uploads/resources/No_Knives%2C_Better_Lives_

-_Playing_it_Safe_%28Digital_RGB%29.pdf 

Tackling Violence in Young People 

School pupils are benefitting 

from the advice of their peers 

as part of an innovative 

programme aimed at reducing 

violent crime. 

Medics Against Violence is led by health 

professionals and was created in 2008 in 

response to the level of young people 

sustaining injuries following violent incidents. 

Two schools are now piloting Medics Against 

Violence ‘Interns’ with their senior pupils, who 

have so far delivered lessons on violence 

reduction to over 700 of their colleagues so far. 

Justice Secretary Michael Matheson met pupils 

in both S6 and S3 at Boclair Academy in 

Bearsden where he saw the lessons in action. 

He said: “Everyone has the right to feel safe 

and to live their lives free from the fear of 

crime. I am committed to tackling all forms of 

violence across Scotland and we will continue 

to work with our national and local partners to 

make our communities safer and stronger. 

“Violent crime has reduced by 52% between 

2006/07 and 2015/16 and recorded crimes of 

handling an offensive weapon have fallen by 

69% over ten years. However, we recognise 

that there is still more we all need to do. 

“The work of Medics Against Violence fits well 

with our overall approach of prevention and 

early intervention and I’m pleased to see 

they’ve reached a significant number of 

school children. The Interns project in particular 

will help educate our young people on the 

harm that violent crime can cause, as well as 

its consequences.” 

 

Dr Christine Goodall, director at Medics 

Against Violence also said: “MAV Interns has 

given us the opportunity to harness the skills 

and knowledge of young people and the 

influence they have over their younger peers 

to deliver very effective and credible violence 

prevention lessons. 

“The enthusiasm they have shown for the 

programme over the last three years in this 

school has been boundless and it is clear that 

this is a subject that young people find 

important and relevant. 

“We take the approach that young people 

need to look out for each other and this 

'keeping the whole school safe' approach has 

allowed the 6 year pupils to take a leadership 

role in making sure that happens.” 

Depute Leader of East Dunbartonshire Council, 

Gillian Renwick said: “By working together, 

Boclair Academy and MAV are ensuring that 

the anti-weapon message is being delivered 

to hundreds of pupils, helping to keep them 

safe in their communities. This is such a 

worthwhile and productive partnership.” 

http://noknivesbetterlives.com/images/uploads/resources/No_Knives%2C_Better_Lives_-_Playing_it_Safe_%28Digital_RGB%29.pdf
http://noknivesbetterlives.com/images/uploads/resources/No_Knives%2C_Better_Lives_-_Playing_it_Safe_%28Digital_RGB%29.pdf
http://noknivesbetterlives.com/images/uploads/resources/No_Knives%2C_Better_Lives_-_Playing_it_Safe_%28Digital_RGB%29.pdf
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Recorded crime down by 3%: expert 

group to examine sexual crime 

Experts from across justice, education and 

health will be invited to contribute to fresh 

action to prevent sexual crime, particularly 

offences involving young people. 

The announcement follows new research 

commissioned by Justice Secretary Michael 

Matheson which suggests that around half of 

the growth in all recorded sexual crimes 

between 2013-14 and 2016-17 has been due to 

growth in sexual ‘cyber-crime’. 

The findings, which follow a recent summit 

hosted by the Solicitor General on educating 

young people on sexual crimes, also indicate 

that the average age of both perpetrators and 

victims is substantially lower when the internet is 

used as a means to commit such offences. 

The study has been published on the same day 

as the Recorded Crime in Scotland 2016/17 

statistics which show: 

 Crimes recorded by the police in Scotland 

fell by 3% from 246,243 to 238,651, the lowest 

level of recorded crime since 1974 

 The number of non-sexual violent crimes 

was 6% higher last year compared to 2015-

16, though still 49% lower than 2006-07 

 Crimes of handling offensive weapons are 

at their second lowest level since 1984 

 Crimes of dishonesty, crimes of fire-raising, 

vandalism etc and other crimes (mostly 

drug related or crimes against public justice) 

all decreased from 2015/16 levels. 

Mr Matheson said: 

“While the continued fall in recorded crime to 

historically low levels is encouraging, I remain 

focused on ensuring everyone feels safe in 

their community.  

“The sexual crimes research makes clear that 

more work is required to understand why 

particularly young males are behaving in this 

way and to prevent sexual offending, building 

on the recent Education Summit held by the 

Solicitor General.” 

“While we have taken considerable steps in 

this area, such as our recent ‘intimate images’ 

campaign, the national action plan on internet 

safety and our ‘Equally Safe’ strategy, I am 

bringing together an expert group to identify 

further steps needed to better-tackle and 

ultimately prevent such offending.” 

You can view the full recorded crime statistics 

for the year 2016/17 by visiting: 

http://www.gov.scot/

Publications/2017/09/3075 

Homes built to Secured by Design 

Standards have 87% fewer crimes 

A Police Scotland study has found that 3,000 

homes built to nationally recognised police 

crime prevention standards in more than 150 

Kingdom Housing Association (KHA) 

developments in Fife experienced 87% fewer 

reported crimes compared to properties not 

similarly designed and protected. 

The findings were produced with the support 

of Secured by Design (SBD), the national 

police crime prevention initiative, which has 

200 officers and staff attached to Police 

Forces around the UK to ‘design out crime’. 

SBD’s proven crime prevention techniques 

include the layout and landscaping, such as 

incorporating natural surveillance and limiting 

through movement, and increasing the 

physical security of buildings, such as attack 

resistant doors, windows and locks to deter 

opportunist burglars. 

The findings were announced on Monday, 18 

September at KHA’s annual meeting to 

celebrate the association’s building of 3,000 

terraced, semi-detached and detached villas 

as well as flats and bungalows spread over 

153 developments – all to SBD standards. 

Read more on this at: 

http://bit.ly/2ywfm4Z 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/09/3075
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/09/3075
http://bit.ly/2ywfm4Z
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For each of the past few months we have been 

covering the Building Safer Communities 

Programme’s National Strategic Assessment of 

Unintentional Harm. This month we take a 

detailed look at the theme of Home Safety. 

Almost a third of unintentional harm occurs in 

the home/garden environment. This is higher 

for those aged over 65 years (where one in two 

unintentional injury incidents occurs in the 

home) and those aged 0-4 years (between 70-

85% occur in the home). 

Falls are the most common type of incident 

(for all age groups) but poisonings and burns/

thermal injuries in young children also occur 

comparatively frequently too with most scolds 

occurring in the home (72% of the total hospital 

emergency admissions for scalds).  

The majority of fire casualties occur in dwelling 

fires (87% of casualties in the last ten years). 

According to the Water Incident Database, 

fatal incidents that happen around the home 

account for a small number of fatalities. From 

2010 - 2013 there were four such incidents (2% 

of the total) in the bath/Jacuzzi. When it does 

occur, drowning within the home particularly 

affects vulnerable groups such as children and 

the elderly. 

Causes 

Unintentional Harm incidents to the under-fives 

tend to happen in and around the home and 

are linked to a number of factors including:  

 Child development 

 The physical environment in the home 

 The level of knowledge and the 

behaviour of parents and other carers 

(including literacy) 

 Overcrowding or homelessness 

 The availability of safety equipment 

 New consumer products in the home 

 

The Scottish Household Survey asks about the 

availability of a first aid kit and how quickly 

respondents could access it in an emergency. 

Two thirds of households reported having one 

but 7% said they would be unable to access it 

within five minutes. Those living in the 15% most 

deprived areas in the country were much less 

likely to have a first aid kit, with 42% not having 

one compared with just under 33% in the 

country as a whole. Owner occupiers have the 

highest first aid kit ownership at almost 70%. 

 

Older people 

Increasing age is one of the key risk factors for 

falls and older people have the highest risk of 

death or serious injury arising from a fall and 

the risk increases with age due to factors 

including: 

 Age related deterioration in eyesight, 

hearing, blood pressure, reflexes or similar 

changes resulting from a medical 

condition 

 Declining strength, mobility and balance 

plus physical inactivity 

 Some medications can also increase the 

risk of falls 

 
Actions 

The BSC thematic paper on Home Safety 

details a number of suggested actions to 

improve home safety. Among these are: 

 A National Strategy to prevent 

unintentional harm 

 Offering home safety audits in the course 

of routine home visits, particularly to 

disadvantaged families 

 More exploration of the reasons for 

differences in unintentional harm 

between the most and least deprived 

communities to aid understanding and 

development of preventative 

interventions 

You can download the full thematic paper on 

Home Safety from the Building Safer 

Communities website at: 

 

http://www.bsc.scot/ 

 

Building Safer Communities Theme in Focus:  

Home Safety 

http://www.bsc.scot/
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Home Safety and Fires 

The BSC thematic 

paper on home safety 

highlights that 

Scotland has 

consistently had a 

higher rate of fire 

fatalities than England 

and Wales. There 

were 41 deaths from smoke/fire/flame in 

Scotland in 2014-15, 7.7 per million of 

population compared with only 4.7 and 6.8 

in England and Wales respectively. 

The most common source of ignition for 

accidental dwelling fires in which a fatality 

occurred was ‘smokers materials’ and 

‘matches’.  

For non-fatal casualties the main source of 

ignition is consistently cooking appliances ()

mostly the cooker) accounting for around 

three in five non-fatal casualties, though 

microwave fires are increasing - (from 162 in 

2009-10 to 204 in 2013-14). 

 

Consultation on protecting homes 

against fire and smoke 

A consultation to ensure all homes are fully 

protected against fire and smoke has been 

opened by the Scottish Government. 

There are currently different requirements for 

fire and smoke alarms for different types of 

housing. This consultation will look at whether 

the same standard should be applied across 

all housing – whether it is new-build, privately or 

socially rented or owner-occupied.   

The consultation will also seek views on what 

types of alarms should be installed, where they 

should be located, how often they should be 

replaced, and how any improved standard 

might be implemented to encourage 

compliance. 

Housing Minister Kevin Stewart said: “Scotland 

has rigorous standards for smoke and fire 

alarms developed over time, with new-build 

and private-rented housing at the highest 

standard. I want everyone to benefit from the 

same level of protection - so this consultation 

proposes that the same standard should apply 

for everyone, whether you own your home, or 

rent from a social or private landlord. 

“Fires and fatalities from fires are decreasing 

but there were still more than 5,600 fires in 

homes in Scotland with 39 fatalities last year, 

and every death is one too many. As we saw 

from the tragic events at Grenfell Tower, 

building and fire safety is of utmost 

importance, which is why this consultation has 

been brought forward as a priority. I 

encourage everyone to have their say.” 

You can take part in the consultation by 

visiting: 

https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/housing-

regeneration-and-welfare/fire-and-smoke-

alarms-in-scottish-homes/ 

Building and Fire Safety: Update 

The fifth meeting of a Ministerial Working 

Group, set up to review building and fire 

safety following the Grenfell Tower tragedy, 

took place in September. 

Communities Secretary Angela Constance 

and Housing Minister Kevin Stewart received 

updates from Scottish Government officials 

and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

Ministers welcomed the launch of a 

consultation on fire and building safety, which 

will better protect all homes against fire and 

smoke. The consultation will look at whether 

the same standard should be applied across 

all housing – whether it is new-build, privately 

or socially rented or owner-occupied. 

Communities Secretary Angela Constance 

said: “We remain confident that we have 

stringent building and fire safety regulations in 

Scotland, and through this Group we will 

ensure that we will continue to have the 

highest standards in place. 

https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/housing-regeneration-and-welfare/fire-and-smoke-alarms-in-scottish-homes/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/housing-regeneration-and-welfare/fire-and-smoke-alarms-in-scottish-homes/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/housing-regeneration-and-welfare/fire-and-smoke-alarms-in-scottish-homes/
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Nuisance calls Action Plan 

A £50,000 fund to install call-blocking 

technology for those most at risk from nuisance 

calls was announced in September by 

Economy Secretary Keith Brown. 

The fund is one element of a national Nuisance 

Calls Action Plan, launched to raise awareness 

and empower people to protect themselves 

from scam callers. 

The action plan was unveiled at the launch of 

the Which? Nuisance Call Roadshow at 

Glasgow Central Station. It visited Glasgow 

and Aberdeen over September to invite 

members of the public to pledge support for a 

campaign to stop nuisance calls. 

The Economy Secretary Keith Brown has also 

written to the UK Government urging greater 

action to reduce the volume of nuisance calls. 

Mr Brown said: “Nuisance calls 

disproportionately affect people in Scotland. 

They often target the elderly and the 

vulnerable and have the potential to be very 

harmful.” 

“Although there is no easy solution to this 

problem, our action plan contains a range of 

measures to raise awareness of nuisance calls, 

make it easier for people to identify them and 

take action to protect themselves. Our fund to 

install call-blocking technology for our most 

vulnerable citizens is one such measure. 

“The power to regulate in this area lies with the 

UK Government. I have written to the Secretary 

of State for Culture to call for greater action to 

reduce the volume of nuisance calls, including 

exploring a model which automatically opts 

people out of unwanted calls.” 

Alex Neill, Which? Managing Director of Home 

Products and Services, said: “Scots continue to 

receive more nuisance calls than the rest of 

the UK, and the Scottish Government’s action 

plan should deliver positive changes to ensure 

people are no longer bombarded by these 

unwelcome calls.” 

New landlord registration guidance 

for local authorities 

Guidance on regulating landlords in the 

private rented sector has issued to all local 

authorities. 

 

The guidance will support local authorities to 

effectively regulate the landlord registration 

system, which requires councils to maintain a 

register of private landlords and ensure that 

only landlords it judges to be fit and proper are 

allowed on the register. 

Landlord registration gives local authorities the 

ability to control and regulate who can 

operate legitimately as a private landlord. 

Housing Minister, Kevin Stewart said: “The 

private rented sector plays an increasingly 

important role in Scotland’s housing 

system.  Around 760,000 people in Scotland live 

in privately rented homes - twice the number 

of ten years ago. “ 

 

“I want to see a sector that is characterised by 

more good quality homes, being managed 

professionally and where tenants feel 

secure.  Where there are poor standards, local 

authorities should be taking tough, targeted 

enforcement to ensure every landlord is fit for 

purpose.” 

The guidance highlights best practice 

examples where  local authorities are using 

their landlord registration powers to deliver 

improvements in the sector.  

You can download the new guidance from 

the Scottish Government website at: 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/landlord-

registration-statutory-guidance-local-

authorities-2017-statutory-guidance-local/ 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/landlord-registration-statutory-guidance-local-authorities-2017-statutory-guidance-local/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/landlord-registration-statutory-guidance-local-authorities-2017-statutory-guidance-local/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/landlord-registration-statutory-guidance-local-authorities-2017-statutory-guidance-local/
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Network Rail to look again at NEX 

closure 

Network Rail’s 

decision to order 

the closure of 

Scotland’s busiest 

needle exchange 

is to be revisited 

after serious 

pressure from 

leading health 

experts and 

politicians. 

 

Network Rail ordered the closure of the facility 

in Boots pharmacy in Glasgow Central station, 

after a person overdosed in the station toilets 

and drug paraphernalia was found discarded 

in the facilities. However, the Scottish Drugs 

Forum has pointed out that there have only 

been 10 minor and one major incident over 

the past year. 

The exchange opened in July 2016 in response 

to the worst HIV outbreak among injecting 

drug users in years, and since then has 

distributed over 40,000 sets of clean injecting 

equipment to over 2,000 drug users. 

Scottish Drugs Forum Chief Executive David 

Liddell said the decision to close the exchange 

“would be bad at any time but in the middle 

of an active outbreak of HIV it just seems 

incredible”. 

The Glasgow City Health and Social Care 

Partnership said that the exchange had been 

"run in an exemplary fashion", saying the 

closure "goes against local, national and 

international evidence on the individual and 

community public health benefits".  

In response to the criticism of the decision, 

Public Health Minister Aileen Campbell told 

MSPs that the move was "contrary to the 

ambitions" of the government's drugs strategy, 

and risked stigmatising those who use other 

needle exchanges.” 

 

She said: "Removing this service will not only 

displace but potentially exacerbate the issue 

of problem drug use in this area. 

"The minister for transport has spoken with the 

managing director of the ScotRail Alliance, 

who has agreed to look again at Network Rail's 

decision in light of concerns". 

Designing and 

regenerating 

communities 

Communities across 

Scotland can bid to 

take part in a new £325,000 scheme to 

regenerate their neighbourhood, Local 

Government Minister Kevin Stewart 

announced today. 

The Making Places Initiative will help bring 

communities together to agree improvements 

for their area based on local need and 

priorities. 

The expanded scheme has grown from the 

success of a previous Charrette programme 

which teamed local people with design 

professionals to look at what would improve 

their places and communities. 

This new initiative will continue to offer support 

for events of this type alongside more 

comprehensive support to deliver on these 

ideas. 

The Making Places Initiative will provide: 

1. Support for communities keen to develop 

their understanding of place and build 

their skills and confidence. 

2. Grant funding to support communities to 

participate in and lead design events, 

such as workshops and charrettes. 

3. Support for communities to help deliver 

ideas produced in previous community 

engagement processes. 

You can find out more about the Making 

Places Initiative or find out how to apply for a 

grant by visiting the Scottish Government 

website at: 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/making-

places-initiative-2017-2018-prospectus-form/ 

https://beta.gov.scot/publications/making-places-initiative-2017-2018-prospectus-form/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/making-places-initiative-2017-2018-prospectus-form/
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In other news... 

Take the Balance Challenge 

The National Falls Programme, part of NHS Education for Scotland, 

has launched a campaign to raise awareness of falls among older 

people. The campaign targets: 

 People who may be beginning to experience a decline in their 

strength and balance (predominantly people aged 50+) 

 Family friends and carers of those at risk 

 Health and social care professionals working with those at risk 

 Third sector organisations working with those at risk 

 

You can find out more about this campaign and take the balance challenge at: 

http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/fallsandbonehealth/the-national-falls-programme/take-the-

balance-challenge.aspx 

 

Electrical Safety First Appliance checker 

The average success rate of an electrical product recall in the UK is 

just 10-20%. This means that there are potentially millions of recalled 

electrical items still in UK homes. As most of these products have 

been recalled because they offer a risk of electric shock or electrical fire, they present a serious 

risk.  

You can use this Electrical Safety First Appliance Checker to ensure that your white goods are 

safe. Visit the website to find out more and test your appliances at:  

http://www.whitegoodsafety.com/ 

 

Road Safety Week 2017 - Speed Down Save Lives 

In the UK speeding is still a major problem. It causes 

needless crashes, untold suffering and stops people 

living safe and healthy lives. 

Driving is unpredictable and if something unexpected 

happens on the road ahead – such as a child stepping out from between parked cars – it is a 

driver’s speed that will determine whether they can stop in time and, if they can’t stop, how 

hard they will hit. 

You can now sign up to support this year’s Road Safety Week, or find out more about the 

campaign by visiting:  

http://roadsafetyweek.org.uk/our-theme?mc_cid=9164906b54&mc_eid=2df7571e56 

http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/fallsandbonehealth/the-national-falls-programme/take-the-balance-challenge.aspx
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/fallsandbonehealth/the-national-falls-programme/take-the-balance-challenge.aspx
http://www.whitegoodsafety.com/
http://roadsafetyweek.org.uk/our-theme?mc_cid=9164906b54&mc_eid=2df7571e56
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The SCSN website has a wide range of useful information and services which are free to access, 

including case studies, briefing papers, policy and strategy documents, free eLearning courses, 

toolkits and guidance documents on a variety of topics and much more besides.  

Visit our website at www.safercommunitiesscotland.org 

Visit our eLearning website at www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/elearning 

SHARE YOUR NEWS! 

If you would like to submit an 

article, request information or 

share good practice in our newsletter, please get in 

touch! Email info@scsn.org.uk 

The closing date for the November newsletter is 30 

October. 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Safer by Design - resulted in Fife being the first 

and only Scottish local authority to date to 

agree to implement all of the standards within 

RoSPA’s ‘Can the Home ever be safe’ 

guidance for all new build housing. The first 

phase of housing was completed in 2011. Fife 

council housing and Neighbourhood Service 

have also agreed to install safety catches to 

kitchen units, domestic sprinkler systems and 

an additional double socket in each bedroom 

when undertaking upgrades to properties.  

Home Fire Safety training- Fife carers 

developed a programme to roll out to the 

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service to assist them 

in delivering home safety whilst undertaking 

fire safety checks. Fife carers developed a 

training programme in the hope that all fire 

staff will be trained to conduct a home safety 

risk assessment. 

Electric Blanket Testing - Fife carers, in 

partnership with Fife Council Trading Standards 

and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, have 

been running an electric blanket safety 

campaign across Fife. Funds of £5000 were 

provided by trading standards and Fife 

Community Safety Partnership. In previous 

years, grant funding has been provided by the 

Electrical Safety Council and Scottish and 

Southern Energy. The project was launched to 

reduce the number of fire related injuries and 

fatalities in the home, due to unsafe electric 

blankets. Events were held in community halls 

across Fife where electric blankets were tested 

to match current safety standards. After 

testing, customers were advised if it was safe 

to continue using. If the blanket was deemed 

unsafe customers were offered a new one.  

Be Safe, Be Secure - Multi agency approach 

with a focus on community safety. Parents 

came together from; Fire, Police, Housing, 

Trading Standards and Victim Support. The 

scheme targeted vulnerable people in the 

community and offered advice on how to be 

safe at home. The Big Lottery Fund has 

awarded £690,000 over 5 years to Be Safe, 

Secure and Supported at home. The 

partnership worked to ensure that more 

women who have experienced domestic 

abuse are in a home of their choice and are 

more emotionally and practically supported. 

Fife carers provide a home security assessment 

for women suffering from domestic abuse; 

they provided home safety and security 

equipment to families in need.  

Featured Case Study - BSC Home Safety Thematic, Fife Council Actions 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/elearning
mailto:info@scsn.org.uk
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