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Building Safer Communities 

Phase 2 - Strategic Assessment 

 

 

An Executive Group has been formed to progress Phase 2 of the BSCP - reducing unintentional 

harm.  Strategic leads from several partners including Scottish and local Government, Health, 

3rd Sector, the Scottish Community Safety Network, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Police 

Scotland, University of Edinburgh, ROSPA and COSLA have met to determine actions, and 

agree collaborative approaches required following completion of a Strategic Assessment of 

unintentional harm across Scotland. 

 

The initial work of Phase 2 involved developing the Strategic Assessment to better understand 

the causal factors and patterns of unintentional harm and injury across Scotland, including 

contributing factors such as deprivation, loneliness and isolation with focus on areas including in 

the home, on the road, fire and outdoor safety. 

 

To support the Strategic Assessment a summary report has also been developed along with six 

thematic papers providing additional information on some of the main causes of unintentional 

harm, along with more detail about their subject matter, which may be of use to practitioners 

with an interest in a particular topic. The thematic papers cover Children and Young People, 

Deprivation, Home Safety, Older People, Outdoor Safety and Road Safety. 

 
Naturally, the BSCP recognises that there is already a great deal of existing good work 

underway across Scotland to tackle unintentional harm, including policy development and the 

delivery of many national and local initiatives. The Strategic Assessment does not detract from 

this work or replicate it, rather it provides a single evidence base for unintentional harm in 

Scotland, from which a co-ordinated, evidence-based preventative approach to tackling it 

may be developed. The assessment will therefore provide a basis for further engagement with 

key stakeholders to help build the picture of activity, highlight the links across prevention 

programmes, and identify any areas for further activity.  

 

There is an intention to launch the findings of the Strategic Assessment throughout early 2017.  

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/
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SCSN Update 

2017 Training Diary Published 

We’ve published our training diary for 2017, including dates for our new 

Evidencing Impact course. You can download copies of the training 

diary or book your place on upcoming SCSN training courses by visiting 

our website at: 

 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/ 

You can also discuss SCSN training and keep up to date with new 

developments by following our Twitter hashtag #SCSNtraining. 

 

 

Upcoming Training Dates, January - March 2017  

28 February 2017 Evidencing Impact, Edinburgh 

 

The aim of the course is to look at how we evidence impact, beyond statistics and 

performance, towards telling the story of what difference a project or initiative has made to 

the lives of individuals and communities. Through interactive learning delegates will identify 

what impact looks like and how to evidence it. 

28 Feb - 2 March Evidence Based Strategic Planning, Modules 2-4 

This three day course will take delegates through the processes and techniques required to 

produce a strategic assessment/evidence based plan and will cover; 

 Introduction to Evidence Based Strategic Planning and Partnership Working 

 Business Planning, Data Analysis and Horizon Scanning 

 Priority setting, writing recommendations and performance management 

 

14 - 15 March  Evidence Based Strategic Planning, Modules 5 & 6 

Module 5 covers strategic analysis and horizon scanning in more depth and will provide 

delegates with the skills to further develop evidence-based strategic planning in their area. 

Module 6 covers priority-setting, making recommendations and action planning in more 

depth and will provide delegates with the skills to further develop evidence-based strategic 

planning in their area.  

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/
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60 Seconds 

with…Barry 

McEwan 

What is your 

favourite thing about 

working for Police 

Scotland?  

The fact that I’m serving through the whole of 

Scotland, but ultimately the fact that I’m a 

police officer in itself and having the ability to 

have an impact on protecting the 

communities in Scotland and making Scotland 

safer. 

 

What did you do before you joined the 

police? 

That was a few 

years ago now! I 

left school after 5th 

year to do youth 

training in 

computing before 

going on to work 

as a sales assistant 

in the Cooperative, 

then worked in a DIY store before finally joining 

the police. 

 

Why do you think working in partnership is 

important? 

It’s vital. We’re in a different financial 

environment in Scotland nowadays where all 

public sector budgets are getting squeezed 

more and more, so ultimately if we don’t work 

in partnership then we won’t have the success 

that we can achieve by working together. 

 

Where do you see community safety in five 

years?  

A vital part in how we can create that 

partnership environment. Community Safety 

has a clear strand and part to play in 

delivering within the community planning 

framework, it’s an opportunity for the partners 

of the CPPs to work together and make the 

communities in the areas they serve safer 

places. It’s vital to delivering of both local and 

national strategy. 

 

What is your greatest achievement and 

how has this shaped you? 

I had the pleasure of being involved in 

delivering resilience in very small communities 

in Oban; being involved in the air weapons 

surrender where we got over 20,000 weapons 

in. But probably the biggest one was leading 

on and delivering on the disclosure scheme for 

domestic abuse – which made me realise how 

diverse community safety is, encompassing 

resilience, things like air weapons and 

domestic abuse, and it’s shape my 

understanding that as the police we’re here to 

help communities in a variety of ways. 

 

What advice you give your younger self?  

Don’t talk so much and take your time. 

 

If you could have dinner with any 3 

people, alive or dead who would they be 

and why?  

If I was trying to sound intellectual I’ll pick 

Nelson Mandela, but then I’ll be very honest 

and say I’d have as much fun having dinner 

with Elvis, and if I don’t mention having dinner 

with my wife along with both of them then I’d 

be in trouble! So there’s three different people 

for three different reasons! 

 

If you had to use just one word to describe 

yourself, what would it be? 

Busy. 
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Scotland leading the way on 

reducing reoffending and 

rehabilitation 

Former offenders in England and Wales face 

“cliff edge” drop in support when leaving 

prison. 

A Work and Pensions Committee report on 

support for ex offenders in England and Wales 

says offenders leaving prison face a “cliff 

edge” drop off in support offered to help them 

re-integrate into society and find work, and 

that even while in prison, education and 

employment support are fragmented and 

good practice is “patchy and inconsistent.” 

 

The government’s own assessment of the 

prison system is that it fails to rehabilitate 

prisoners or prevent them from reoffending, 

with a cost to the criminal justice system alone 

of £15billion per year. 

 

It criticises the lack of a clear strategy for how 

different agencies in different prisons ought to 

work together, or indeed a single person in 

government with responsibility for helping ex-

offenders into work. It also cites stigma from 

employers as a major barrier. 

You can read the report at: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/

cm201617/cmselect/cmworpen/58/5802.htm 

 

Community Justice Strategy for Scotland 

By contrast the Scottish Government have 

recently published the new National Strategy 

for Community Justice,  setting out a clear 

vision of a safer, fairer and more inclusive 

nation where we: 

 Prevent and reduce further offending by 

addressing it’s underlying causes; and 

 Safely and effectively manage and 

support those who have committed 

offences  to help them reintegrate into 

the community and realise their potential 

for the benefit of all citizens. 

The National Strategy seeks to deliver a 

decisive shift in the balance between 

community and custodial sentences by 

increasing the use of community based 

interventions, reducing the use of short term 

custodial sentences and improving 

reintegration from custody into community. 

£3billion per year - cost of reoffending in 

Scotland 

The National Strategy and drive to reduce 

reoffending will be fronted by a new 

organisation responsible for developing 

expertise, providing advice to ministers and 

local government leaders to strengthen how 

public services, third sector and other partners 

work together.  Community Justice Scotland 

will formally launch in April 2017. 

The Strategy places particular importance on 

strategic planning and partnership working,  to 

ensure effective use of evidence based 

interventions.  

 
Criminal Justice System in England and Wales 

failing to prevent suicide among people 

released from custody 

A report published by the Equality and Human 

Rights Commission in December has 

highlighted worrying figures showing high rates 

of suicide in vulnerable ex offenders, as well as 

other unnatural death including Drug Related 

Deaths, upon release from prison and police 

custody, You can download the report here: 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/

default/files/research-report-106-non-natural-

deaths-following-prison-and-police-

custody.pdf 

 

 

Focus on Community Justice 

SCSN Briefing Papers 

SCSN has produced a Briefing Paper on the 

Community Justice (Scotland) Act 2016. You can 

view and download the Briefing Paper at: 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/

publications-overview/briefing-papers/ 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmworpen/58/5802.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmworpen/58/5802.htm
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/research-report-106-non-natural-deaths-following-prison-and-police-custody.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/research-report-106-non-natural-deaths-following-prison-and-police-custody.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/research-report-106-non-natural-deaths-following-prison-and-police-custody.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/research-report-106-non-natural-deaths-following-prison-and-police-custody.pdf
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/publications-overview/briefing-papers/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/publications-overview/briefing-papers/
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Pioneering project to reduce 

reoffending hailed 

 

A pilot court 

project in 

Aberdeen that 

sees sheriffs tackle 

the reasons behind 

persistent offending 

has been hailed as 

“pioneering” by 

the Justice Secretary. The ‘Problem Solving 

Court’ directly involves sheriffs in identifying 

support for chronic issues or chaotic lifestyles 

that can cause offending as part of the 

sentencing process. This can include help with 

housing or access to drug and alcohol 

treatment services. 

 

The Problem Solving Court delivers community 

sentences, known as Structured Deferred 

Sentences, which are tailored to influence an 

individual’s behaviour and hold them 

accountable. Progress is regularly monitored by 

the same sheriff, usually through face-to-face 

review hearings. 

 

Where possible, the women and men are seen 

by the same Sheriff, on a regular basis, allowing 

for a relationship to develop and consistency 

to be maintained. 

 

Since the beginning of the project in November 

2015, 20 women and five men have been 

supported to change their behaviour, gaining 

structure and stability in their lives and reducing 

their risk of reoffending. 

 

Speaking about the project, Justice Secretary 

Michael Matheson said, “We have already had 

very encouraging feedback from local 

services, demonstrating it is helping address the 

causes of offending. While we may only be 

dealing with small numbers so far, this is a trial 

to test whether that works for Scotland’s justice 

system more broadly. 

 

“The Problem Solving Court is one part of our 

wider effort to reduce reoffending and prevent 

future damage to families and communities by 

providing support to help people rehabilitate.” 

 

“Evidence shows that community sentences 

are far more effective than short term prison 

sentences in reducing reoffending. 

Reconviction rates in Scotland have reached a 

17 year low, which shows we are heading in 

the right direction, supported by projects like 

this.” 

 

The scheme will be reviewed in 2017 before 

any decisions are made in relation to the future 

of the trial. 

 

Minimum age of criminal 

responsibility to be raised 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scottish Government is moving to bring 

the minimum age of criminal responsibility in 

Scotland into line with UN and International 

Standards in plans unveiled by the Minister for 

Childcare and Early Years, increasing from 

eight to 12 years old. At eight years old, 

Scotland currently has the lowest minimum 

age of criminal responsibility in Europe, with 

England and Wales currently at 10. 

  

Earlier this year, a Scottish Government 

consultation found 95% of respondents 

supported an increase to 12 or above. Mark 

McDonald today announced plans for 

legislation that would raise the age in a 

statement to Parliament. 

He said: 

“The case for change is clear and compelling. 

Having the lowest minimum age of criminal 

responsibility in Europe does not match with 

our progressive approach to youth justice and 

ambitions to give children the best start in life.” 

  

The proposed change would see appropriate 

safeguards put in place for exceptional cases. 

  

The intention is to bring forward a bill, with the 

change implemented in time for Scotland’s 

Year of Young People in 2018.  



6 

Ban on smoking in cars 

with children comes into 

force 

A law making it illegal to smoke in a vehicle 

carrying anyone under the age of 18 came 

into force on 5 December 2016. It was 

introduced to give extra protection for 

children and young people from the harm 

caused by second-hand smoke. 

Anyone caught breaking the law will be 

committing an offence carrying a fine of up to 

£1,000. 

A public information campaign has been 

running on TV and radio in the run-up to the 

ban, highlighting the harms of second-hand 

smoke and the penalties for breaking the new 

law. 

The measure is part of the Scottish 

Government’s ambition to create a tobacco-

free generation by 2034 – defined as a 

smoking rate of less than 5%. A target to 

reduce the proportion of children exposed to 

second-hand smoke in the home from 12% to 

6% by 2020 has already been met. 

Aileen Campbell, Minister for Public Health 

and Sport, said: 

“It’s simply not safe to smoke when a child is in 

the car. Dangerous levels of chemicals can 

build up, even on short journeys, and 85% of 

second-hand smoke is invisible and odourless 

so you can’t always see what they’re 

breathing in.” 

December and January Question 

of the Month: Results 

As the new law on smoking in vehicles with 

those under 18 came into force, and the 

BMA called for a blanket ban on smoking 

in cars, our December Question of the 

Months asked whether there should be a 

blanket ban. 73.3% of respondents thought 

there should be a blanket ban; 23.3% of 

respondents that there shouldn’t and 3.3%

weren’t sure. 

 

Our January Question of the Month asked 

whether street begging was a problem in 

your area. We received a huge number of 

responses to this question with  68% of 

respondents saying No, 25% saying yes 

and 7% not sure. 

 

Scotland’s Road 

Safety Framework 

wins International 

Acclaim 

The Scottish Government’s 

Road Safety Framework 

has been awarded a 

prestigious Prince Michael 

International Road Safety 

Award.  

The national framework has been recognised 

for its outstanding achievements and strong 

collaboration with partners.  

The Road Safety Framework to 2020 sets out 

challenging casualty reduction targets and a 

partnership approach towards a vision of zero 

fatalities and reduced serious injuries on 

Scotland’s roads. The judges of the award 

recognised following the 2015 milestone point 

that the Framework remains on target to 

achieve these reductions.  

The Road Safety Framework was published in 

2009 and set out 8 national priorities which are 

underpinned by 96 specific commitments 

which seek to help Scotland deliver the 

challenging 2020 targets. 

 

2015 road casualty data, published in October 

2016, showed that, of the four principal 

casualty reduction targets set in the 

Framework, three are being exceeded at the 

2015 milestone point – namely, fatalities, child 

fatalities and child serious injuries. 

 

On the fourth target, reducing the number of 

people seriously injured, figures show a 

continued downward reduction of 39% against 

the baseline. This is marginally above the 2015 

milestone but still a significant step towards the 

2020 target.  
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Tuesday 7 February is Safer Internet Day 2017.  

Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet 

Centre the celebration sees hundreds of 

organisations get involved to help promote the 

safe, responsible and positive use of digital 

technology for children and young people. 

The UK Safer Internet Centre – a partnership of 

three leading charities; Childnet, the South 

West Grid for Learning and the Internet Watch 

Foundation – provide resources for children, 

schools and families, and tools for getting 

involved at www.saferinternetday.org.uk. 

Globally, Safer Internet Day is celebrated in 

over a hundred countries, coordinated by the 

joint Insafe/INHOPE network, with the support 

of the European Commission, and national 

Safer Internet Centres across Europe. 

The day offers the opportunity to highlight 

positive uses of technology and to explore the 

role we all play in helping to create a better 

and safer online community. It calls upon 

young people, parents, carers, teachers, social 

workers, law enforcement, companies, 

policymakers, and wider, to join together in 

helping to create a better internet.  

The UK Safer Internet Centre are engaged in a 

wide variety of work promoting internet safety, 

including organising events across the UK, 

information on hotline and helpline services to 

report crime and access internet safety 

information for professionals and internet safety 

research. 

You can find out more about the work of the 

UK Safer Internet Centre by visiting their 

website: 

www.saferinternet.org.uk 

 

February Question of the Month  

There are a whole host of different threats to 

safety that can be encountered on the internet 

including scams, cyber bullying, identity theft 

and child grooming. 

So this month we are asking the following: 

‘How confident are you that you and/or your 

family are using the internet safely?’ 

1) Very confident 

2) Not confident 

3) Somewhat confident 

You can participate in our online poll by 

visiting our website at: 

http://

www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2017/02/0

7/february-question-of-the-month/ 

http://www.saferinternetday.org.uk/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2017/02/07/february-question-of-the-month/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2017/02/07/february-question-of-the-month/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/2017/02/07/february-question-of-the-month/
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Community Empowerment Act 

‘asset transfer’ comes into force 

The asset transfer section of the Community 

Empowerment Act (Scotland) 2015 came into 

force on January 23rd.  

This allows community-led organisations to 

request to buy, lease or use any land or 

buildings belonging to local councils, Scottish 

Ministers, and a range of other public bodies. 

They must show how they will use the land to 

benefit the community.  Requests must be 

agreed unless there are reasonable grounds 

for refusal. 

This is the latest section of the Act which gives 

more power to Scotland’s communities to 

have their voices heard in decisions that 

matter to them, and to take action for 

themselves. 

Mr Stewart said: 

“This government is determined to give 

communities more power to decide their own 

futures based on local need.  Having control 

of land and buildings makes a big difference 

in enabling community organisations to 

achieve the changes they want, and I would 

like to see more groups have this 

opportunity.”  

“Every area has a building or land that could 

be of much more benefit to the local 

community if it was the local people 

themselves who were given the support and 

the freedom to make a difference. 

“Taking over land or buildings can give 

communities the opportunity to deliver 

services. It can also provide jobs, skills and 

training, and opportunities to generate 

income and helps groups to become more 

sustainable, building confidence and a sense 

of community. 

“There are many examples around the 

country where asset transfer has taken place 

and real benefits are being delivered by 

community organisations.  But there is still work 

needed to be done to ensure communities 

are given every opportunity in getting the land 

or building they need to achieve their vision.” 

Guidance has been developed for both 

relevant authorities and community 

bodies.  Relevant authorities are required to 

have regard to guidance issued by the 

Scottish Ministers in carrying out their functions 

in relation to asset transfer.  

You can view and download the guidance 

documents at: 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/engage/

AssetTransfer 

Social 

Prescribing 

Guide for Local 

Authorities 

Published 

Social prescribing – sometimes called 

community referrals – is a means of enabling 

primary care services to refer patients with 

social, emotional or practical needs to a 

range of non-clinical services. Often they are 

provided by the local voluntary sector, but 

statutory services provided by councils, 

housing associations or the NHS can also be 

involved.  

The Local Government Association has 

published new guidance for local authorities 

on how the can facilitate social prescribing. 

Social Prescribing Network co-chairs Dr 

Michael Dixon and Dr Marie Polley believe the 

potential of the social prescribing is immense, 

saying it has the power to “nurture local social 

capital and catalyse health-creating 

communities”. 

Councils have an important role when it 

comes to social prescribing. Firstly, with their 

responsibility for public health, they may be 

running some of the non-clinical services that 

social prescribing schemes can refer to. 

Secondly, through health and wellbeing 

boards they have a strategic role in getting 

the NHS to sign up to social prescribing and, 

finally, there are some councils which have 

become the social prescribing provider or are 

funding them.   

Read the full guidance at: 

http://bit.ly/2j0716d 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/engage/AssetTransfer
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/engage/AssetTransfer
http://bit.ly/2j0716d
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Lack of community wrecking Scottish 

Economy 

Increasingly 

disconnected 

communities are 

placing a heavy 

burden upon the 

Scottish economy 

according to research commissioned by the 

Eden Project and The Big Lunch, and carried 

out by the Centre for Economics and Business 

Research (Cebr). 

 

The report says that social isolation and 

disconnected communities is costing the 

Scottish Economy £731 million per year, with an 

extra £107 million demand on the health 

service and £12 million on policing.  

Disconnected communities are also linked with 

a loss of productivity, with a net cost to the 

Scottish Economy of nearly £252 million per 

year. 

According to Cebr, neighbourliness already 

delivers substantial economic benefits to 

Scottish society, representing an annual saving 

of £1.1 billion in total. 

This saving comes from sharing between 

neighbours, an increase in social connection 

and reductions in the demands on public 

services such as healthcare, social care, 

welfare and the environment. 

It also includes the productivity benefits 

associated with a happier and healthier 

workforce: a net gain to Scotland’s economy 

of £352 million.  

It also reveals that neighbourliness has a huge 

welfare value to the Scottish people, with 

over £593 million saved each year because of 

resources shared and help provided by 

neighbours who know each other. 

This comes in the form of helping elderly 

neighbours, childcare and babysitting, pet-

sitting, doing DIY for each other, and sharing 

resources such as tools. 

Oliver Hogan, Director of Cebr said, “We found 

that, by increasing social capital, reducing 

isolation, and enhancing social inclusion, 

community activities and events lead to 

improvements in health, educational 

performance and socioeconomic 

circumstance. As such, they can help redress 

the balance between the need for and 

provision of public services and reduce the 

demands on those services.” 

Visit The Eden Project website to find out more 

at: 

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/

the-cost-of-disconnected-communities 

Aspiring Communities Fund 

Launched 
 

The Aspiring Communities Fund will support fragile 

and disadvantaged communities across Scotland to 

develop and deliver community-led solutions that 

tackle inequality and poverty.   

 

The Fund will support applications from community 

anchor organisations, third sector and other eligible 

community bodies working collaboratively. It seeks 

to strengthen communities, increase levels of 

economic activity, stimulate inclusive growth, local 

service provision and inclusion by: 

 

 Enabling communities to design and establish 

new or enhanced services addressing poverty 

and inequalities 

 Supporting staff posts within community 

organisations to increase levels of economic 

activity, local service provision and inclusion, 

and enhance community resilience 

 Accelerating the implementation of projects 

and services delivering longer lasting 

community-led solutions 

 

The funding will support identified target groups and 

local priorities and the following key areas for 

community designed and delivered actions 

including business and management training for 

community bodies to increase resilience. 

 

The Fund will contribute to the achievement of the 

ESF Operational Programme targets: 

 

 community based or community led services 

supported 

 deprived or fragile communities supported 

 new or improved community owned assets 

(capital for acquisition via other non ESF 

sources) 

 

For more information on the Fund please 

email AspiringCommunities@gov.scot  

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-cost-of-disconnected-communities
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-cost-of-disconnected-communities
mailto:AspiringCommunities@gov.scot
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Thousands 

caught over 

drink drive limit 

more than once 

According to the DVLA, more than 8,000 

motorists have been caught over the drink 

drive limit in the past five years. 

A Freedom of Information request by the Press 

Association showed 219,008 people were 

caught drink-driving once in the same period. 

Two drivers were caught six times. 

 

The AA said the numbers were "astonishing" 

and called for the process of returning 

licences to banned drivers to be reviewed. 

The association's president, Edmund King, 

said: "The fact that more than 8,000 drivers 

have been caught twice in five years is all the 

more astonishing when they should have 

been off the road for a year or more.” 

 

"Perhaps it is time to review some of the 

medical checks and rehabilitation courses 

before allowing these drivers back on the 

road."  

 

Numbers of drivers who received DR10 

endorsements in Britain between 2011 and 

2015 

 One - 219,008 drivers 

 Two - 8,068 drivers 

 Three - 449 drivers 

 Four - 46 drivers 

 Five - Five drivers 

 Six - Two drivers 

Road safety charity Brake said the numbers 

showed "a worrying lack of progress in drink-

drive enforcement" and called on the 

government to put "serious investment" into 

road policing and stopping "hard-core drunk 

drivers" getting back behind the wheel.  

Parliamentary Report highlights 

impact of alcohol on emergency 

services 

A report by the All Party Parliamentary Group 

on Alcohol Harm (England and Wales) has 

urged the UK Government to follow the lead 

of the Scottish Government by introducing a 

variety of bold measures to reduce the 

impact of alcohol on emergency services. 

Among the recommendations made by the 

report are that the drink drive limit for England 

and Wales should be lowered to the same 

level as in Scotland where it has been 50mg of 

alcohol for every 100ml of blood since 

December 2014; and that the UK Government 

should also press ahead with Minimum Unit 

Pricing - again following the lead of the 

Scottish Government, which is currently 

battling the Scottish Whisky Association to 

introduce MUP north of the border. 

 

Among other recommendations made is the 

promotion of increased partnership working in 

local communities, including local authority, 

statutory and voluntary to address alcohol 

harm and curb excessive drinking. 

Fiona Bruce MP, Chair of the Inquiry, wrote in 

the foreward, “This Inquiry was shocked to 

hear the way in which police, fire, 

ambulance, and accident and emergency 

personnel face the daily risk – and frequently 

daily reality – of being assaulted and abused, 

including sexually, in the course of carrying 

out their professional duties.” 

According to one police force staff survey, ‘90 

per cent of police officers expect to be 

assaulted on a Friday and Saturday night 

when they police during the night time 

economy’. 

You can read the full report here: 

https://www.alcoholconcern.org.uk/the-

frontline-battle 

file:///C:/Users/davidbarbour/Documents/Corel
file:///C:/Users/davidbarbour/Documents/Corel
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New report highlights NPS use in 

vulnerable groups 

The Scottish 

Government has 

published a new report 

looking at the use and 

trends of new 

psychoactive 

substances (NPS) 

amongst vulnerable 

groups living in 

Scotland. 

The research, 

undertaken by Scottish 

Drugs Forum (SDF) and The University of 

Glasgow, is the first of its kind in Scotland, and 

aimed to determine use across a range of 

people including people who inject drugs, 

mental health service users, vulnerable young 

people, people affected by homelessness and 

men who have sex with men.  

The research covered motives for using NPS 

drugs, harms as a result of use, treatment 

experience, information needs and the impact 

of the Psychoactive Substances Act’s 

introduction in June 2016. 

 

Katy MacLeod, who led on the research for 

Scottish Drugs Forum, said: 

 

“NPS use amongst these groups is complex and 

results in a number of harms and specific 

treatment needs. This research is important 

because it provides a tentative first 

understanding of use amongst vulnerable 

groups, alongside motives and consequences 

of use amongst vulnerable groups in Scotland.” 

Among the key findings of the report were:  

 

 36% of all NPS users were not in contact 

with drug services at all for any 

issue.  However only 11% of NPS survey 

respondents reported being in contact 

with one or more services specifically in 

relation to their NPS use.      

 Only 16% had talked to a drug service 

prior to NPS use, with a perception that 

drug service staff did not know enough 

about NPS. This was borne out by staff 

survey results with staff saying they found 

it difficult to keep up 

 The key motives related to ease of 

access, curiosity and influence of peers, 

pleasure and lastly price and 

potency.  Legal status did not appear to 

be a key motivator for use.   

 

Commenting on the report, Dave Liddell, CEO 

at the SDF said, “It is concerning that users in 

these very diverse, but potentially vulnerable, 

groups say that they need more information on 

the drugs they are using and this is reflected by 

staff who feel they do not have enough 

information.    

“We do not necessarily need new services for 

people who use these drugs; rather we need 

more accessible services which cater for a 

wider range of drugs more generally”  

You can download the report from the Scottish Government website at: 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/11/8042/downloads 

You may also be interested to read about and view presentations from our 2015 NPS Thematic Event. 

Visit our website at: 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/events/nps-thematic-event/ 

 FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA SHARE YOUR NEWS! 

If you would like to submit an 

article, request information or 

share good practice in our newsletter, please get in 

touch! Email info@scsn.org.uk 

Closing date for the March edition is 24 February. 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/11/8042/downloads
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/events/nps-thematic-event/
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Second Nuisance Call Commission 

Following on from the 

first meeting of the 

commission, which 

focused on 

empowering 

consumers by raising awareness and helping 

them protect themselves, and the successful 

Nuisance Call Summit in June last year, 

Economy Secretary Keith Brown will chair the 

second meeting of the Nuisance Calls 

Commission which will focus on empowering 

and supporting companies that want to do 

the right thing whilst finding effective ways to 

tackle persistently offending companies or 

individuals. 

This follows a Which? Report that found 

Scotland receives a higher number of 

nuisance calls compared to the rest of the UK.  

 

Mr Brown said, The 

Scottish 

Government is 

determined to 

make the most of 

our new consumer 

powers to take 

positive steps to 

reduce the impact 

nuisance calls have on the lives of people in 

Scotland.” 

“However, with regulation of nuisance calls 

and texts reserved to the UK Government, I 

once again appeal to them to recognise the 

severity of this problem and to prioritise this by 

working closely with my officials to find 

solutions to this epidemic. Too many people 

are being plagued by nuisance calls in 

Scotland and enough is enough. I will be 

bringing forward an joint action plan outlining 

the Commission’s proposals and progress 

made prior to summer recess.”  

Find out more about the nuisance calls commission by visiting their website at: 

https://beta.gov.scot/groups/nuisance-calls-commission/ 

As featured on page 7, February 7th is Safer 

Internet Day. In what will become a regular 

new section of the Safety NETworks newsletter,  

our featured case studies, we’re sharing 

details of the Lanarkshire Child Exploitation 

and Online Protection project, which was 

nominated for an Early Intervention Award at 

the 2016 Safer Communities Awards. 

Recognising the unparalleled opportunities 

the internet presents and the inherent dangers 

of unrestricted access by children/young 

people, Lanarkshire Division of Police Scotland 

embarked on a preventative campaign of 

early intervention and education. The project 

delivered interactive inputs to children/young 

people, parents/guardians and fellow 

professionals to raise awareness, inform 

decision making and highlight reporting 

mechanisms to protect children/young 

people. The aim of the project was to keep 

children and young people safe online, now 

and in the future.  

The project was very successful, reaching over 

200,000 children and young people. Through 

the inputs young people developed an 

understanding how to report issues, became 

more aware how to stay safe online. In 

addition the process helped to improve the 

resilience of individuals and organisations 

engaged in tackling internet exploitation and 

helped to reduce the fear associated with 

using the internet. 

You can download the full case study from 

our website at: 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp

-content/uploads/PN73-Child-Exploitation-

Online-Protection-Repaired.pdf 

 

Featured Case Study   

Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

https://beta.gov.scot/groups/nuisance-calls-commission/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/PN73-Child-Exploitation-Online-Protection-Repaired.pdf
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/PN73-Child-Exploitation-Online-Protection-Repaired.pdf
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/PN73-Child-Exploitation-Online-Protection-Repaired.pdf
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LGBT History Month  

LGBT History month is 

celebrated each year 

in February.  

It is an opportunity to 

celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and queer lives and culture, and to recognise 

the significant contribution LGBT people have 

made to our country and the world at large. It 

is also an opportunity for learning, discussion 

and debate around the continued fight for 

LGBT liberation. 

LGBT History Month Scotland is co-ordinated by 

LGBT Youth Scotland. 

 

Events within the programme are delivered by 

a wide range of individuals, partners, 

community groups, schools, universities, 

colleges and local authorities.  

You can find out more about LGBT History 

Month and events taking place around 

Scotland by visiting the LGBT History Scotland 

website at: 

http://www.lgbthistory.org.uk/ 

Use LGBT History Month to encourage your club 

to sign the LGBT Sports Charter 

The Equality Network are 

encouraging people to sign up 

to encourage their favourite 

football clubs to sign the LGBT 

Charter for sport and help 

contribute to making football grounds safe 

spaces for LGBT people. 

You can find out more about the Charter and 

sign up by visiting their website at: 

http://www.equality-network.org/our-work/

policyandcampaign/sport/football/ 

Stop and Search Code of Practice 

published 

The principles determining when police can 

use ‘stop and search’ powers have been set 

out in a code of practice. 

Promoting public safety and preventing and 

detecting crime are recognised as the main 

aims of stop and search in the code, which will 

come into force in May, if approved by 

Parliament. 

Recognising that being stopped and searched 

by police is a significant intrusion into liberty 

and privacy, the code sets out that use of 

powers must be necessary, proportionate and 

in accordance with the law. 

The Government has worked with an Advisory 

Group of experts, led by John Scott QC, to 

draft the code, and its creation received 

widespread support from a public 

consultation. 

Specific guidance on stop and search of 

children and vulnerable adults was added to 

the code after feedback from the public. 

Justice Secretary Michael Matheson said: 

“Stop and search is a valuable tool in 

combating crime, but we must ensure a 

balance between protecting the public and 

recognising the rights of individuals. This new 

code is about finding that balance and 

maintaining the trust between the police and 

the public.” 

“People’s views about when and how stop 

and search should be used have been integral 

to the shaping of the new code. 

“With this new code we will ensure stop and 

search is carried out with the fairness, integrity, 

respect and accountability that we expect 

from our police officers in all of their duties.” 

Assistant Chief Constable Mark Williams said: 

"Police Scotland has made real progress in 

relation to its use of stop and search and very 

much welcomes the introduction of the code. 

We are currently training all our officers in 

advance of its introduction to ensure we are 

fully prepared." 

You can view or download the code of 

practice here: 

http://news.gov.scot/news/stop-and-search 

 

http://www.lgbthistory.org.uk/
http://www.equality-network.org/our-work/policyandcampaign/sport/football/
http://www.equality-network.org/our-work/policyandcampaign/sport/football/
http://news.gov.scot/news/stop-and-search
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Particupatory Budgeting Scotland  have set up the PB Scotland 

Network to harness  knowledge and examples of participatory 

budgeting projects past, present and future from around 

Scotland. 

The PB Scotland Network are currently crowdsourcing  a new PB 

Scotland map for this purpose and are encouraging  anybody 

who is currently running a project or who knows of a project 

taking place to visit the PB Scotland Map website and submit 

details. The map allows visitors to search PB projects by area across the country, with one of the 

aims being the sharing of best practice. 

Getting Involved in Participatory Budgeting? 

You can submit details of any such projects by visiting:  

https://pbscotland.scot/map 

To learn more about Participatory Budgeting in Scotland visit: 

https://pbscotland.scot/ 

South Lanarkshire Community Members 

Support Participatory Budgeting 

Hundreds of local residents in South 

Lanarkshire attended a number of 

‘Community Decision Making Days’ to have 

their say on how funding should be allocated 

in their local area. 

  

Organised by South Lanarkshire Council 

Tackling Poverty Team in partnership 

with Community Links, five events were held in 

their key community development areas; 

Fairhill, High Blantyre, Hillhouse, Strutherhill and 

Westburn. The purpose of the events was to 

allow residents to identify community-led 

projects that promote the well-being of 

children, young people and families. 

  

‘People and Places Participate’ funding from 

South Lanarkshire Council’s Tackling Poverty 

Programme has enabled eight areas to 

benefit from Participatory Budgeting 

activities.  

32 projects across South Lanarkshire will shortly 

receive funding to help support activities for 

children and families enabling them to get 

more involved in their local community. 

First Learning Event for PB 

Scotland Network Members 

Wednesday, 22 February 

10.30am-3.30pm 

Townhead Village Hall 

 

Using open space and facilitated 

discussion, this event will be 

opportunity to share your 

experience, tricky issues, thoughts 

and ideas about participatory 

budgeting (PB) with people from 

across the country interested in and 

working on their own PB initiatives. 

To register your interest in the event 

and suggest  potential discussion 

themes for the event, visit: 

https://pbscotland.scot/

blog/2017/1/18/pb-scotland-network-

learning-event-register-your-interest-

today 

https://pbscotland.scot/map
https://pbscotland.scot/
http://www.communitylinkssl.co.uk/
http://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8011ea14fc79c3c1c5fea233&id=41a0bfdbc1&e=29e5a17065
http://scot.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8011ea14fc79c3c1c5fea233&id=41a0bfdbc1&e=29e5a17065
https://pbscotland.scot/blog/2017/1/18/pb-scotland-network-learning-event-register-your-interest-today
https://pbscotland.scot/blog/2017/1/18/pb-scotland-network-learning-event-register-your-interest-today
https://pbscotland.scot/blog/2017/1/18/pb-scotland-network-learning-event-register-your-interest-today
https://pbscotland.scot/blog/2017/1/18/pb-scotland-network-learning-event-register-your-interest-today
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Advertise with Us 

Got a job, event or product to  

promote? Why not consider our competitive rates? 

 

¼ page -£100 ½ page - £200 or full page £300 

At SCSN we are continuing to look at ways we can further engage with and support the 

community safety sector and our partners.  SCSN currently offer a wide range of services from 

sharing examples of best practice or articles in our newsletter, promoting community safety 

work on social media through to offering advertising space for recruitment, events or products. 

We are now also offering meeting space hire at our new offices on Thistle Street North West 

Lane. If you are interested in any of our products or services, email info@scsn.org.uk to find out 

more. 

SCSN Meeting Room Hire 

 

Looking for intimate meeting space for up to 10/12 people? SCSN’s 

new office can provide such a space.  Included in the room hire 

will be up to three serving of tea/coffee and the provision of IT 

equipment.  While we cannot provide lunch we can arrange or 

advise on catering options if required. Catering costs are not 

included in room hire. Cost for hiring the room: 

 

Half Day-  £60  (members)    £120 (non-members)  

Full Day-   £100 (members)    £200 (non-members) 

 

The SCSN website has a wide range of useful information and services which are free to access, including 

case studies, briefing papers, policy and strategy documents, free eLearning courses, toolkits and 

guidance documents on a variety of topics and much more besides.  

Visit our website at  

www.safercommunitiesscotland.org 

Visit our eLearning website at  

www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/elearning 

 

 

http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/
http://www.safercommunitiesscotland.org/training/elearning
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